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Federal Maritime Commission § 535.103 

§ 535.102 Purpose. 
This part implements those provi-

sions of the Act that govern agree-
ments by or among ocean common car-
riers and agreements among marine 
terminal operators and among one or 
more marine terminal operators and 
one or more ocean common carriers. 
This part also sets forth more specifi-
cally certain procedures provided for in 
the Act. 

§ 535.103 Policies. 
(a) The Act requires that agreements 

be processed and reviewed, upon their 
initial filing, according to strict statu-
tory deadlines. This part is intended to 
establish procedures for the orderly 
and expeditious review of filed agree-
ments in accordance with the statu-
tory requirements. 

(b) The Act requires that agreements 
be reviewed, upon their initial filing, 
to ensure compliance with all applica-
ble provisions of the Act and empowers 
the Commission to obtain information 
to conduct that review. This part iden-
tifies those types of agreements that 
must be accompanied by information 
submissions when they are first filed, 
and sets forth the kind of information 
for certain agreements that the Com-
mission believes relevant to that re-
view. Only information that is relevant 
to such a review is requested. It is the 
policy of the Commission to keep the 
costs of regulation to a minimum and 
at the same time obtain information 
needed to fulfill its statutory responsi-
bility. 

(c) To further the goal of expedited 
processing and review of agreements 
upon their initial filing, agreements 
are required to meet certain minimum 
requirements as to form. These re-
quirements are intended to ensure ex-
pedited review and should assist par-
ties in preparing agreements. These re-
quirements as to form do not affect the 
substance of an agreement and are in-
tended to allow parties the freedom to 
develop innovative commercial rela-
tionships and provide efficient and eco-
nomic transportation systems. 

(d) The Act itself excludes certain 
agreements from the filing require-
ments and authorizes the Commission 
to exempt other classes of agreements 
from any requirement of the Act or 

this part. To minimize delay in the im-
plementation of routine agreements 
and to avoid the private and public 
cost of unnecessary regulation, certain 
classes of agreements are exempt from 
the filing requirements of this part. 

(e) Under the regulatory framework 
established by the Act, the role of the 
Commission as a monitoring agency 
has been enhanced. The Act favors 
greater freedom in allowing parties to 
form their commercial arrangements. 
This, however, requires greater moni-
toring of agreements after they have 
become effective to assure their con-
tinued compliance with all applicable 
provisions of the Act. The Act empow-
ers the Commission to impose certain 
recordkeeping and reporting require-
ments. This part identifies those agree-
ments that require specific record re-
tention and reporting to the Commis-
sion and prescribes the applicable pe-
riod of record retention, the form and 
content of such reporting, and the ap-
plicable time periods for filing with the 
Commission. Only information that is 
necessary to assure that the Commis-
sion’s monitoring responsibilities will 
be fulfilled is requested. 

(f) The Act requires that conference 
agreements contain certain mandatory 
provisions. Each conference agreement 
must: 

(1) State its purpose; 
(2) Provide reasonable and equal 

terms and conditions for admission and 
readmission to membership; 

(3) Allow for withdrawal from mem-
bership upon reasonable notice without 
penalty; 

(4) Require an independent neutral 
body to police the conference, if re-
quested by a member; 

(5) Prohibit conduct specified in sec-
tions 10(c)(1) or 10(c)(3) of the Act; 

(6) Provide for a consultation proc-
ess; 

(7) Establish procedures for consid-
ering shippers’ requests and com-
plaints; and 

(8) Provide for independent action. 
(g) To promote competitive and effi-

cient transportation and a greater reli-
ance on the marketplace, the Act 
places limits on carriers’ agreements 
regarding service contracts. Carriers 
may not enter into an agreement to 
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